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Humble Reformer, &c. 


5 pariſh of Lonſdale contained a great num- 
ber of inhabitants; yet Richard Pearſon, on 
caſting his eyes round the church one Sunday af- _ 
ternoon when the ſervice was concluded, could on- 
|} diſcern the miniſter, the clerk, the ſexton, the 
mate, children, and four or five old women in red 
cloaks. 8 


| Richard ſighed and walked home. In the even- 
m. after having read his bible till his eyes began 
io ache, he drew his chair ſtill cloſer to the fire, 
n again the thoughts of the ſmall number of his 
how worſhippers filled his mind with ſorrow. 
„To be ſure,” ſaid he, © the weather is ſharp 


A 2 enough, 


C183 


enough, but I'll be hanged if that would keep one 
of my neighbours from taking a trot as far as the 
church to get a ſixpenny loaf, or to ſee a puppet 
ſhow ; and then thele great people that are for ever 
rolling about here and there in their carriages, what 
ſhould hinder them from going to the houſe of 


God ? | 
What indeed; except that they love their plea- 
ſure more than their Maker. ] 
1 f 5 + C1 4. uw | 

The- wore Richdf@ thought on this fübjedt, the 
more he lamented that the Sabbath ſhould be pro- a 
faned and public worlhip negletted. He had h 


been for many years under carpenter to a large cot- t 
ton manufatiory, and happy in his humble ſtation; 
he never felt a wiſh for a change of ſituation, ex- 
cept when he fancied it would give him the power 
of being more; uleiul. He could not at this i 
ment help thinking, that if he was Nr. Wood, thi 
curate, or Mr. Miller, the maſter of the , many- 
factory, he would contrive ſore means to make 
the worſhip of God better, auende d., , But Ab!” 
exclaimed he, „ a poor carpenter 'hough he ſerve 
God ever ſo faithfully himſelf. can do nothing for 
the ſouls of his fellow creatures! Ves, repeat- 
ed he, a moment after, © yes, he can pray for them. 
“DO God! continued be, claſping his hands toge- 
ther, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, © Tet thy 
public worſhip be better attended, and let the rich and 
the poor ſeel what a joyful thing it is to. meet Toge- 
ther to worſhip thee.” Thele few words came a 
the botton of his heart, and he felt eaſier m_ G 
Ar : 


* 
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had. ute red. them; but ſtill he, could not help wiſh- 
ing 11 Vas in his power to add uſeful endeayours/to 
.ervent prayer. At laft.it occurred. to him, that if 
he. was now and then to give his neighbours 4 word 
of advice in a friendly Way, It might do ſome: 00g, 

But again he conſidered; that as he was ho ſchdtar 
he hqyJd not know how to put what, he had to ſay 
into proper words, ſo that there 87 e feaſt 
chance be ſhould get any body to, ligen t in. A 


paſſage he had juſt been reading no hor atrofs 


his mind, and he turned to his bible to lock for it': 
It; Yah open at the very: place, and he read the 11 h 
(2th. verſes. of the ivth Chapter of * Extidus. 


0 Po 5 hat made man's mouth?” or who maketh 


the dumb, or the deaf, or the ſeeing, ort e bliþd'! , 
Have not I the Lord? Now therefore 90 100 1 

be with thy mouth, and teach thee what, thou, halt 
lay.” * I may lake this promile to myſelf," he 
continued, while I am;,endeavouring to do C6t's 
work. Perhaps he will aſſiſt me, Aud! Honour me, 
by letting me be bis inſtrument. I tft not preach 
to my betters, though I ſhould be furs they. are go- 
ing on wrong. That would be madneſs! but my 
po 'r neighbours mayhap may underftand-Gne that 
its to them in their own plain way better than 
one that makes uſe of fine words. Well, by the 
bloſling of God, I will try. what can be done. 3 


Neighbour Wätkig⸗ and his family ſeem to OY 

a great regard for me, and reſpett me more than Tr; 
deſerye. Perhaps God ordered it ſhould be fo, on 

pvrp ie that my advice might have more werght 

wich them. They have a 0 many, good proper- 

. ties 


4 
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ties, but J am afraid they have. not muck religion. 
The firſt opportunity I'll have a little ſerious talk 
with them. Why ſhould I not call or ſtep to them 
to-night? The preſent time, as my mother uſed to 
tay, is always the beſt for any thing that is good.“ 


The Watkins's lived only four doors from 
Richard, ſo he locked his door, and was with them 
in a moment. It had been for ſo many years the 
cuſtom with this pious man, to apply to God when 
about to engage in any thing of importance, that it 


ſeemed a kind of ſecond nature with him to do fo; | 


and on this occaſion his heart was lifted up to 
heaven, to implore aſſiſtance and a bleſſing on what 


he ſhould ſay. 


The father was aſleep in the chimney corner, the 
mother was rocking her infant to ſleep, the eldeſt boy 
was drawing horſes on a ſlate, the eldeſt girl was 
reading a ftory book, and the younger children 
were playing about the room. Thus were the fa- 
mily of the Watkins's engaged when their good 


neighbour entered. | 


. 


Watkins was ſo ſound afleep, that it was ſome 
time before his wife could make him underſtand 
that maſter Pearſon was come to ſee him; and even 
after he had been ſufficiently rouſed to aſk him how 
he did, he continued ſo extremely drowſy, that he 
was little diſpoſed for converſation. Richard was 
no more talkative: he ſat thinking how he ſhould 
begin upon the buſineſs for which he came. He 
had a very low opinion of his own abilities, * he 


© .  t> ma e . 
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had been ſo much his maxim through life, that a 
poor man's only way of preaching was by example, that 
he was quite at a loſs when he wanted to give ad- 
vice. “ My man,” ſaid he at laſt, holding out his 
hand to little John who was playing near him, 
„ have you been to church to-day ?” „No,“ an- 
ſwered the boy,“ No! why how came that about?“ 
„ Becauſe Jenny could not go, as ſhe was obliged 
to take ſonie oranges and cheſnuts to Squire Green- 
hill's; and Joey could not go becauſe his ſhoes were 
ſo bad.” „ Do not you like to go to church, my 
dear?“ enquired Pearſon? “O, yes! I like it very 
well,” ſaid the little fellow, and away he ran to the 
other end of the room. oe: 


Mrs. Watkins then called her children to go to- 
bed, and as ſhe told Pearſon ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould 
find him when ſhe came dovn, and that he would 
ſtay and eat a piece of bread and cheeſe with them, 
he determined to put off his advice till after ſupper.- 
As they were enjoying themſelves over a mug of ale, 
Watkins told his neighbour that he wiſhed he 
would always come in to them of a Sunday evening; 
he ſhould have a hearty welcome, and he thought 


he muſt find Sunday a weariſome long day ſhut up 
by himſelf. | 


© Why as to that,” anſwered Richard Pearſon, 
to be ſure I cannot help ſometimes looking 
back upon old times, when I had my good woman 
and my boys always with me; but yet on the 
whole I generally find the Sabbath à happy 
day. I go to church twice; and though my eyes 
begin to grow a little dim, I bleſs God I can ſtill 
read 
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gel in heaven.' 


' Wa'kins. Well, neighbour, I do not know how 
vou manage. Though I have generally a good ma- 
ny little jobs to do of a Sunday, and have all my 
family about me, I mult own, that I find it ſomewhat 
of a heavy day. Tam in'a hurry for it to come all 
the week, that I may have a little reſt and enjoy. 
ment; and when it comes, I am generally glad when 


It is bed time. 


* Pearſon. Neighbour Watkins, I hope you'll ex- 
cuſe me; but it is my notion, that it is the doing 
o many jobs that makes you find Sunday fo heavy 


And diſagrecable. N 


Watkins. Why how ſo Richard? I am one that 
loves to be employed; and (o if I can find ſomething 
to he buſy about, it ſtands to reaſon it muſt make | 


the day go off lighter. a 


Pearſon. Ves, but neighbour, there are two kinds | 
of work; work for the body and work for the ſoul ; 
and if a man will:work for the body the day that 


r 1 


read for an hour or (O ati a ſtretch. I teach my 
next door neighbour's children the eatechifmy wand 
then it is ſuch a pleaſure when one ſits by oneſelf, 
to think of God's goodnefs to one all one's life long, 
And to think that in little time one ſhall be an an. 


God bids him work for the ſoul, I cannot think ho- 


he ſhould ſcel himſelf comfortable. 


IVatkins, Why one would ſuppoſe, with | 


jay 
way 
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way of talking, I had ſet all the mills to works 
whereas I make the Sabbath as much a day of reſt 
as any one. I do not get up till nine o'clock ; it is 
a poor man's privilege to enjoy his bed of a Sur- 
day morning. Then, after breakfaſt, I work in the 
garden a little wlriie, or I mend a chair, or put up a 


helf, or do any of thoſe kind of things my dame 


chooſes to ſet me about. Then I lhirt myſelf, 
We have always a hot dinner of a Sunday, and we 
fit over it and enjoy ourſelves a good while, 
Then I play with my children and nurſe the little 
one, and in the evening I hear them the cate- 
chiſm, and read two or three chapters, till I grow 
ſo drowſy, that I fall faſt aſleep, as you found me 
when you came in, And now pray where is the 
harm of all this? | 


Pearſon. The fourth commandment tells us, 
that on the Sabbath day we ſhall do no manner of 
work. Now when you have always ſome worldly 
buſineſs or other to do at home, I do not fee how 
you can be ſaid to keep this command, notwith- 
ſtanding you would be ſhocked at the thought of go- 
ing to ſhop and ſetting the mills a going. 


Watkins, Well, it is my notion, that it is a man's 
duty to get every thing about him tidy and com- 
fortable; and if he works hard for his family all 
the week, I ſee no ſinfulneſs in his ſetting about 
a few innocent jobs of a Sunday, 


Pearſon. But I cannot help thinking, if you were 
to contrive as much to get your little jobs out of 
B the 


103. 
the way in the courſe of the week, as you do to 
bring them all together into Sunday morning, you 
might have every thing about you as tidy and com- 
fortable- as at preſent, and yet never profane the 
Sabbath -by that kind of buſineſs that does not 
properly belong to it. When you came from work 
one evening, and your wife told you that two of 
the pales were broken down, and the pigs came into 
the garden, I heard you make anſwer, ++ Well, let 
them be for a day or two, they will be a good 
job for Sunday. Another time your little John 
came running to you with his broken waggon, and 
aſked you to mend it. © Take it away now, my 
boy,” ſaid you, “' Iam tired. Bring it me again on 
Sunday, and [I'll mend it for you with all my heart;” 
and I have often heard you ſay, My garden is 
quite a wilderneſs : I muſt work hard to put it a 
little to rights when Sunday comes.“ 


Watkins (after a pauſe.) Well! I do not ſay this 
may not be the caſe ſometimes, As I told you 
before, 1 am apt to find Sunday a heavy day; and 
ſo if there are any little matters to while away the 
time, I am not at all ſorry it ſnould be ſo. 


Pearſon. But I no more wiſh you to make Sun- 
day an idle aay than a working day, 


Watkins, Well! let us hear what is to be done 
chen. 


Pearſon, In the firſt place, I would have you go 
to church. 


Watkins, 1 do ſometimes, 


Pearſon. . 


169 | 
Pearſou Yes, when there is a charity ſermon, or 
you happen to have a new coat, | 


Watkins. Well! T may have been alittle neg- 
leaful of my church of late years; but ſure it ſeems 
to be a hard thing for a poor man, who has but, 
one dayin the week to himſelf, to be obliged to turn 
out twice a day, and ſpend all his time at church, 
when he wants to be enjoying his family. 


Pearſon. ' What! has a poor man no bleſſing toalk 
of God, no fins to confeſs, no mercies to be thank- 
ful for, no ſoul to be ſaved ? 2 1 7115 


When I meet a fine gentleman on his horfe, with 
his footman behind him, going to take a ride in the 
time of divine ſervice, it grieves me to the heart, 
and I fay to myſelf, * That man is fo rich and fo. 
happy, that he is not willing to go any where, where 
he may chance to hear how ſoon he muſt take leave 
of all his treaſures. But when I fee a poor man, 
perhaps a beggar in ragged tloaths, ſhivering with 
cold and ready to die with hunger, lurking about 
Juſt inſide the walls of the Church-yard, as if he was 
ſo in love with miſery, that he was afraid to hear of 
a world where he ſhould never know what miſery 
was, I cannot find words to tell you how it amazes 
me. Indeed, to my way of thinking, we poor peo- 


ple, who know what it is to be brought to our laſt. 


thifts, and have often no friend but God, have more 
need of religion than any body in the world. 


Mrs. Watkins But we can ſay our prayers at 
home Mr. Pearſon. 5 


Pearſon, That is not enough; becauſe oa 
commanded 


| 
- 1 
2 
| 
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{cripture, to meet together in public worſhip; and 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſet us the example. 
Beſides, we are moſt of us ignorant and forgetful, 
ſo that we ought to go to be taught our duty by 
God's miniſters, or to be reminded of it at leaſt. 


Watkins. Well now, Richard, I'll tell you how 
it is. When I was a lad, I was noted for a con- 
ſtant church-goer ; and I went with pleaſure, be- 
cauſe it was to hear a parſon who made fine 
diſcourſes. He was always plain and to the pur- 

ole. Sometimes he would ſpeak in ſuch a cutting 
way, that he has brought the tears into my eyes ; 
and ſometimes he would talk ſo comfortable about 
God and heaven, that if a man had ever ſo many 
troubles, he would make him think that they were 


all as light as a feather. Oh! I could have fat for 


hours to hear that man; and then he had a manner 
with him, as if he was in earneſt in what he ſaid; 
and he lived as he preached, and was always doing 
good to the poor. 
{ 
Mrs. Watkins. He his dead now; but he was a 
fine man to be ſure, 


Pearſon. Well! ſuch a miniſter is one of God's 


greateſt bleſſings I do think. 


Watkins, I never miſſed a Sunday while J lived 
in his pariſh, Dr, Ellis was parſon here when firſt 
I came. I had heard that he was counted a hard 
man, ſo I bad not much notion of him: however, 

my 


commanded us in a great many different places in 
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my miſtreſs knows, that, according to my cuſtom, 1 


went to church. But he had a ſour look, and a 
kind of manner as if he wanted to ſend us all toithe 
Devil; I could not bear that; and by little and lit- 
tle I began to ſtay away. This young Mr. Wood 
that we have now, is but a wildiſh kind of man they 
they ſay, and I am ſure he never comes among 
us. His ſermons may be very fine perhaps; but 
I know I cannot hear half he ſays; and when 
I can, I do hot underſtand; ſo I do not fee much 
uſe in my waſting my time to hear him. 


Pearſon. I am afraid, indeed, if what they ſay 
is true, he gives himſelf up too much to pleaſure, 
and does not take ſo much trouble with his flock 
as a good ſhepherd ought to do. But that is an 
affair between him and God, We are not to judge 
another man's ſervant. We ſhould mind what he 
tells us, whether he minds its, himſelf or not. As 
to his diſcourſes, though I do not pretend to be a 
judge of thoſe matters, yet I do not think they are 
ſo plain and ſo chriſtian-like as they ſhould be; and 
he has a lazy way of preaching, as if he did not 
think of what he was ſaying, and did not care whe- 
ther he was underſtood or not: but yet, if a man is 
attentive, he will every now and then hear a little 
ſomething that may do him good, if it is not his own 
fault. I will give you an inſtance in a ſermon we had 
this morning. The text was from the 1ſt. Epiſtle to 
Timothy, chapter i. verſe X. Who hath aboliſh- 


ed death, and brought life and immortality to light 


through the goſpel.” I was. pleaſed with the text, 


becauſe I was in hopes I ſhould hear | ſomething 


about 
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about heaven. Inſtead of that, he only went on 
to tell us, what in old time the people uſed to 
think would become of them after they were dead; 


how that ſome did not know what to think, and how 
others ſuppoled if they were good they ſhould g0 


to a place called Eh ſium I think it was, where 


they ſhould not be very comfortable neither, and 
ſhould come back again to earth ſome time or o- 
ther, and fill new bodies, and then he told us, what 
ſome poet ſaid about it, and brought in a number 
of hard names that I could not underſtand. Well, 
thought I; this ſeems rather heatheniſh ſtuff; but 
ſtill I tried to liſten with all my ears. But now,” 
ſays he at laſt, © all this darkneſs is done away. 
Life and immortality are brought to light by the 
goſpel, Even the poor have the goſpel preached to 
them. The pooreſt among us knows more the 
worth of his ſoul, and what ſhall become of him 
when this ſhort weoblius life is over, than all the 
great men in former times could find out with all 
their learning.“ Theſe were not his words, but 
they were ſomething to that meaning. I bleſſed 
God in my heart, that he had not let me be born 
at the time when no one knew but he might die like 
a dog, and never live again; and I thought it was 
well worth attending to all the ſermon for thoſe few 
words. 


Watkins. Well! I have heard Parſon Wood 
three or four times, and never could edify at all. 


Pearſon. I am afraid you let your mind run up- 
on other things; however, if you do not like the 
ſermon 


{0 
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1 Tf (crmon there are the prayers, and the prayers you muſt 
allow are a fine form of words, and the moſt igno- 
tant may underſtand the beſt part of them. We 
ſeem to have great notions of equality now a-days. 
often think, if we are on a footing with our betters 
J at any time it is at church. We meet together to 


pray to the ſame God, who is the father of us all. a 
The rich kneel down, and own themſelves to be 

ſinners as well as the poor; and the poor hope for 
forgiveneſs as well as the rich; and hope for it in 

the ſame way too; from the blood of the ſame Savi- 

our; and they all look forward to a meeting m the 

ſame place, where there ſhall no longer be any 
difference betwixt them. 8 


”” 


Watkins, Well, neighbour, Fl think of what 
you ſay ; and perhaps in future I may be more con- 
tant at my church than I have been. | 


+ 

With what pleaſure did the worthy Richard hear 
bim pronounce theſe words: but he had not yet 
done only half his buſineſs, and, turning to Mrs. 
Watkins in the moſt friendly manner, he aſked her 
it ſhe would not accompany her huſband ? 

There is no uſe in my going,” ſaid ſhe, “ for, 
io my misfortune be it, ſpoken I can't read.“ 
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: But you can join in the prayers,” ſaid Pearſon z 
and if you cannot read the word of God at home, 
it ſcems to me as if you ſhould ſtill more make it a 


point to go once a veek to hear it read and ex- 
plained.” | 


Mrs: 
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Mrs. Watkins. But I have got my family to 
mind. 


Pearſon. O, neighbour! am afraid that is only 
an excuſe; becauſe, you know, when you go out 
waſhing for a day you let Jenny have the care of 
them all. Take thoſe that are big enough with you, 
and leave Jenny to nurſe the little one, and then 
the other part of the day ſtay at home yourſelf and 
let her go. Indeed a father and mother do not do 
their duty that do not bring up their children to be 
religious, and to go to church, 


Mrs. Watkins. 1 am ſure my children go as 
often as any in the pariy 


Penrſon. I know you ſend them a great deal of. 
tener an you go yourſelves; but when they find 
you never ſet them the example, they will think 
that going to church is only fit for Mdren, and as 
they grow older they will leave it off. Beſides, for 
what poor excuſes you ſometimes keep them at 
home. Only think of Joe not going to-day becauſe 
his ſhoes were old. 


Mrs. Watkins, I muſt fay, I think it is very inde- | 
cent for people not to go reputably to the houſe of | 
God. 1 


Pearſon, I think we ought to go with our fleſh 
clean and our cloaths as reputable as we can make 
them; but it is a bad excuſe to ſtay at home be- 
cauſe they are ſhabby. God will not hear my 
prayers the leſs, becauſe I have a worſe coat than 


my neighbour, I ſhould think it a poor way way 
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ſon” $ ſiewinig tits reſpe ct for Me if he was to ſtay 
away and tel me it was becauſe he cod norafterd 
to buy a coat god en th 6 come fun ef mer 
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There as {till one! more. thing 1 iche d's 
mind; but he did not;know how, to exp {hauler 

as he wiſhed; however, as his neighbours had | ten. 
ed very attentively 16 All ne bad faid; h detatmin- 
ed to conquer falfe ſhame, and, afteri He of 
ſome minutes, he ſaid to Mrs. Watkins, *-&s;you 
are ſo good as to let me make thus free, I'll take 
upon myſelf to Mention | ſomething e ſe. Thatlittle 
fruit ſhop of yours, Mrs. Wackins, it hastgiven me 
many a erer ache of a Sunday / ly dog) 


© Why, I "muſt needs ſay,” replied Mrs. Watkins 
very honeſtly, “ it has often ſtruck me that ir is Hot 
quite the things but it is what 3 Oe Elle 


does.“ 5 
| | * 1.49 N 


>; 2 


Pearſon, Well, but ſhall ! Hein You: of the 
words of ſcripture, “Thou ſhalt not follow a Mul- 


titude to do evil.“ 


* --o4 4 
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Mrs. Watkins. But is thete ſich 201692006, 


harm in ſelling a few nuts and cakes on a a ? 


Pearſon, Why, neigbbatd} when you are mak. 
ing up yur half. penny worths of gingerbread. aud 
looking to ſee if the money ou Ake is gogd and 
reckoning your change, can you lay your: head is 
not filled with your week day bufineſs ? That it is, 
II venture to fa, as mugh as if, yon kept a larger 
N then mayhap) ſome hody ſends. for apples, to 
; J1 «ef VIA make 


a 18 ) 
make a pie, and when you have not the right ſort 
in the houſe, you are obliged to ſend to the gar- 
dener's for them. So you, make the gardener go 
55 with his buſineſs, and you keep one of your 
hildren from church to buy the apples, and to 
take chem h home to the perſon that ordered them. 


Mrs. ne But I ſhall affront all the neigh- 
bourhood if I will not let them have things ke a 
; Sunday. | 


1 nnn — n 1 "oy ny 


Par ſen. You muſt tell your conſtant cuſtomers, 
8 you will be obliged to them if they vill be- 
ſpeak what they want of a Saturday evening; and, 
I dare ſay, there are ſome who will like you the bet. 
ter for finding you make a conſcience of ſpending 
5 Sunday properly. 


Watkins. Well, this is very 1 talking for you, 
. Pearſon, who have only yourſelf to provide for; 
but we make our frui ſhop anſwer better of a Sun- 
day than all the reſt of the week put together; and 
with ſuch a family as ours, we muſt be full of } 
contrivances, and we muſt not be too ſcrupulous. 
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Pearſon. Would you go on the highway and rob W : 

a traveller for the ſake of your family? 0 

i 

Watkins. No, that you know very well I would n 
not, though we were all ſtarving. . 
b 


F Pearſon. Then why, aeighbonr; ſhould you break 
one command of God more than another? fince 
you know, it was the fame God that ſaid, Keep 


4 . 
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holy the Sabbath day, and ſaid, thou ſhalt mot 
ſteal,” Beſides, how ſhall we ſhew ourſelues to be 
Chriſtians, if. we are not willing to part with the 
leaſt profit in the world for God's ſake ? only:think 
of our Saviour's words, “ he that loveih lon or 
daughter more than me, is not worthy of mei Now 
muſt not you be ſaid to love your chitlren more 
than God, when: you give *. eee wy 10: wbuk 
for them? 60 ' aff; 


04>. 


The beſt way to Irv dowk a bleiiag 2 on eur 
family, is to bring them up religiouſly, and to ſet 
them a good example. This is what every poor 
perſon can do for his children, and it is the richeſt in- 
beritance he can give them. God will not let them 
or you be loſers in the end, becauſe you feared to 
tranſgreſs his commands. I do not ſay you muſt 
expect to be rewarded direttly. You muſt not ſay 
to yourſelf on Sunday evening, * Well, now I might 
have earned a ſhilling or two to-day, botas I'would 
not do it for fear of offending God, 1 may count up- 
on taking a ſhilling or two more in the courle of the 


week.” No, no, if we were always ſure of out re- 


ward directly, our love to God could; bardly:be 
laid to be put to the trial. When we are willing to 
give up any worldly profit for his ſake, we may 
depend upon it be will reward us; but it muſt be 
in his own time, and his own manner; and if he is 
mercifully pleaſed to make us happier "throughout 
eternity, for any little ſacrifice we can have made 
him, O! my dear friends, what gainers ſhall we be 
by the bargain! „ hoot 
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Mrs: Watkins. Welli ne vet thoogit ſo much 
of the matter he fore; and, df mychuſbandi is agree- 


able toit, i T Il lere alf ſelling ſings af n 


114 100 Fa ; 


wr no” OJ) JOL Dj 203 td 
0 not" it. vol” E We e2910W 1081942 100 J. 

„teren, Oh! F. am ſere qour huſband is 100 
good a man to wiſh pou colds! whats, not right, 


and; my good fellow, ſaid the, ctapping Watkinsen 


the back, you will promiſe me that-you will not 


again go on with your carpentering or gardening, or 


my thing of that kind, on the Londa? - 


8 Why, FT 4 if. T, do not,” ail Walk ins, ju 
ling; i. ſhall. ena che ag Wasen canfounded 
heavily;” 011 # i | 

e ee | No, Ill be 02.29 * it, you'll not if 
you employ it properly. Part of the day you may 
talk to your wife, and play with, your children; then 


you have got to inſtruct. hem, and to read your 
bible. 


? 


xMeolins.: 1. am tired ol, wading ſo mach of the 
. thing. 


Pearſon, Well now, Lalways find ſomething new 
in my bible and teſtament. tet me read it ever, ſo 
often. But beſides the bible, there are many other 
books proper for Sunday reading, thatare very edify- 
ing and entertaining: Though theſe are hard times for 
poor folks in one "Tenſe; bleſſed be God they are 
good ones in another. Never in my memory was 
it ſo ealy for children to get inſtructed as ſince the 

Sunday 


tl 


G 
cz ſchools have heeneſtablſhed ; and never was 
there r 2 ap penny 0 pen y | o9Kks for 


the poor, full of gos e 85 enterta ning f ſtories. : 


Watkins. 1f ortbuys one, one has ſoon read its 
through, and then there is an end of it, 


Pearfon., A good 2 in my notion,” will bear 
reading mare than” once!” But ! L willitell you' What 
we will do. You ahd 1 will join together to get as 

many of them as Ve can. AS F have not fue calls 
for my mqney as yous rt layiby tw; {#6 G. hence a week, 
and you Mall lay by a halfpetiny" a penny, when' 
It can ſuit you. Perhaps we may #5 two or three” 
more who wu be wy] ling to club "rh us, and if fo; 0 
we may al a good Ack: 'Of © Hoſe pa Abhlets, a nd we! 
will 7 them about ops 4m8R; Whother,' J G2 
read them With attention will Be. . Ferch em 
ploy ment for patt of Sunday. 8 Bal Sr 


Mixing. W ell; that'tis a good thought "ROY 
a: d ! do not care if Ido Joi Wich yu! 7 IVS! 


Aſterta-ſhort filence, Pear ſon laid Lam then 
doing of another employmentz. quite fit for Sundays, 
by which, iß it pleafes God vol give his bleffing, we 
may do 'a great deabof god haveaftdn heard 
laid, what a pity it is there is mo Sunday ſchodl in 
this varilh ; and our great folks do not ſeem much 
inclined to ſet one on foot. Vo can read, Wat- 


kins, and ſo can I ;*'what'do you Pay: to Gur opening | 


aSunday {chool ? To my knowledge, there i is many a 
poor perſon hereabout worgd herghad their children 


hould get's little learning, only hey cannot for 


to pay their ſchooling, 
Watkins, 


* 


Ga) 


"Watkins, No neighbour,” 1 do1 not think I can do 
that. 1 ſhall. become #2 a ee ſtock ; among our 
workmen, and they N call me oP WY and JOE: 
maſter, and do not know wand eſides. 


Pearſon. well, but will you mind that, when 
you: think che good you may do to, thoſe children as 
long as they live, and ofthe gratitude of the parents, 
and, aboye all, of the 96 we may hope for from 
that Saviour, who has bromiſed to look upon every 
at of kindneſs done to the leaſt of his children as 
done to himſelf? The ſchool-room ſhall be at my 
houſe, becauſe there we ſhall interrupt no one, and 
haye no one to, interrupt us. Now, if Ilet the pa- 
rents know i in che courle of che week that they may 

ſend their children next Sunday morning, I may 
depend upon your coming to aſſiſt me? 


Watkins. I do noteſay I will not, but 1 would 
not have you, make. too ſure of me. | 


Pearſon.” That is as much of a promiſe as I can 
expett: the firſt moment. You do right to take time 
to reſlecl. And now, I think I muſt wiſh. you good- 
night. ] hope my good friend, you will not take 
11 any thing I have ſaid. 


“I take it very kind of you, I can aſſure you, 
Mr. Pearſon!” ſaid Mrs. Watkins. I thought you 
a little meddleſome firſt of all,” ſaid her huſband; 
but now I find you talk in ſuch a friendly way 
that it is for our good, I like you ten times better 


than I did before.” | 
"Pearſon 
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Pearſon then ſhook his n heartily by 
the hand, and wiſhed them good-night. With a 


heart overflowing with gratitude, he poured forth. 


his thanks to God for the proſpe@ before him o 
ſerving his fellow creature, and then going to-bed,* 


f. 


he paſt the night in thoſe peaceful ſlumbers which 


are known enly to the righteous man. 
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